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Sarajevo,                  2009

DELBIH/…/…/.. D(2009)

CLARIFICATION No. 2

EU Support to economic development in Bosnia and Herzegovina – Call VI

Publication reference: EuropeAid/128-861/L/ACT/BA

EC/BiH/CfP/09/003

Open days – Information session Sarajevo, 28th August 2009

Question 1:
Kada govorimo o finansijskim izvjestajima, da li to podrazumijeva bilans stanja ili bilans uspjeha, ili oboje? (Unofficial translation: Speaking of financial reports, does this include profit and loss sheet or balance sheet statements, or both?)

Answer 1:

Please refer to Section 2.4 Submission of supporting documents for provisionally selected proposals of the Guidelines for Applicants, bullet point 3, under which the following is clearly specified: 

"3.
Copy of the applicant’s latest accounts (the profit and loss account and the balance sheet for the previous financial year for which the accounts have been closed)
"

Question 2:
Grad nije nabrojan u sekciji 2.1.1. vec  samo opcine i kantoni. Moze li grad Zenica npr. biti aplikant? (Unofficial translation: The City is not listed in section 2.1.1, but only municipalities and cantons. Can Zenica city, for example, be an applicant?)

Answer 2:

For eligibility of applicants, please refer to Section 2.1.1 of the Guidelines for Applicants under which the categories of various legal entities are listed as eligible and if you may comply with any of the listed categories under Lot 1 and those listed under Lot 2, then you may be considered eligible for applying. In addition, please note the following paragraph also indicated in Section 2.1.1 of the Guidelines for applicants: 

For Lot 1 and 2, Municipalities and Cantons and other budget users, are eligible to be the main applicant but may not apply for project funds to cover their own staff or administrative costs. For example, the salaries of staff working in a Canton or a municipality may not be fully or partially covered by the project grant. Such personnel costs directly linked to implementation of the action may be covered from the co-financing funds, which, if being the case, should be clearly specified in the project proposal.

Furthermore, please note the following specified paragraph in Section 2.2.4 of the Guidelines for Applicants:

"In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action or specific activities."
Question 3:

Sufinanciranje: a)Moze li sufinansiranje u iznosu od 15-49% ukupnog budzeta biti od strane donatorske agencije? b) Sta je sa pending aplikacijama – znaci sufinansiranje je vjerovatno ali jos nije zvanicno odobreno? (Unofficial translation: Co-financing: a) Can co-financing in amount of 15-49% of the total budget, be provided by the donor agency? b) What is with pending applications – meaning the co-financing is possible but not officially approved yet?)
Answer 3:

a) For issues related to co-funding, please refer to Section 1.3 of the Guidelines for Applicants, under which the following is specified: 

"The balance must be financed from the applicant's or partners' own resources, or from sources other than the European Community budget or the European Development Fund."

b) please refer to the same Section as mentioned above (1.3) of the Guidelines for Applicants, under which the following is specified:

"In the case where the minimum percentage foreseen for a specific lot cannot be used due to insufficient quality or number of proposals received, the Contracting Authority reserves the right to reallocate the remaining funds to another lot.

The Contracting Authority reserves the right not to award all available funds".

In addition, in regard to the ranking list of proposals that will be recommended for contracting, please refer to Section 2.3 of the Guidelines for Applicants, Sub-section Step (3) under which the following is specified:

"Following the evaluation, a table listing the applications ranked according to their score and within the available financial envelope will be established as well as a reserve list following the same criteria". 

Furthermore, in Section 2.3 of the Guidelines for Applicants, Sub-section Step (4), it is mentioned that following the analysis under this Step "…and if necessary, any rejected application will be replaced by the next best placed application in the reserve list that falls within the available financial envelope, which will then be examined for the eligibility of its applicant and the partners."

Question 4:
Da li projekat mora imati regionalnu dimenziju? (Unofficial translation: Does the project need to have a regional dimension?)

Answer 4:

Only those criteria specified in the relevant sections of the Guidelines for Applicants, and that is, if particular related to the activities, Section 2.1.3 Eligible actions: actions for which applications may be made, are those that the applications should comply with.

Therefore, for details on this component of the Guidelines for Applicants, please refer to the above-referenced Section 2.1.3.

Furthermore, as related to the issues of eligibility of applicants, partners, action or specific activities, please note the following specified paragraph in Section 2.2.4 of the Guidelines for Applicants:

"In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action or specific activities."

Question 5:

Da li imate listu konsultanata kojima bi se organizacija mogla obratiti, tj. koje bi mogla angazirati za izradu projekta?) (Unofficial translation: Do you have a list of consultants that an organisation could address, i.e. that could be engaged for preparation of the project?)

Answer 5:

No, there is no such list that the Contracting Authority can provide.

Question 6:

Da li za edukaciju i certificiranje vodica i B&B usluge mora aplikant imati odobrenje entitetskog tijela koje je nadlezno za ova pitanja? (Unofficial translation: Is it obligatory for the applicant to provide approvals from the entity competent body for the planned education and certification of the guides and Bed&Breakfast services?

Answer 6:

It is expected that the project proposal would contain such methodological framework/approach developed so as to cover/address required activities within all project components specified in the Guidelines for Applicants, including education related actions. For education component in particular, please refer to those parts specified in Section 2.1.3 of the Guidelines for Applicants where requirements are clearly earmarked. 

Furthermore, as related to the issues of eligibility of applicants, partners, action or specific activities, please note the following specified paragraph in Section 2.2.4 of the Guidelines for Applicants:

"In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action or specific activities."

Question 7:

Da li se pod prihvatljivim troskovima smatraju i troskovi radova na spomenicima  (konstruktivna sanacija, restauracija, i sl.)? (Unofficial translation: Do the eligible expenses include the expenses of the works on monuments (constructive rehabilitation, restoration, etc)?

Answer 7:

For eligible costs, please refer to Section 2.1.4 of the Guidelines for Applicants that is subject of published Corrigendum No 1, specifying that: "To be eligible under the Call for Proposals, costs must comply with the provisions of article 14 of the General Conditions to the Standard Grant Contract (see Annex H_2 of the Guidelines)


 "

In addition, for eligible actions, please refer to Section 2.1.3 of the Guidelines for Applicants, where, amongst other relevant parts, is specified the following:

"*Applicable for Lots 1 & 2: Where the proposed project involves infrastructural works, the applicant will have to demonstrate in their methodology a clear and legally compliant and feasible solution of the administration of the target site for the works to be conducted, including guarantees/support of relevant authorities in obtaining all the necessary permits for any works involved.  Ideally, as part of their application, the applicants will provide technical analysis of the project, a cost-benefit analysis, an analysis of the economic impact, a feasibility or pre-feasibility study, support letters form relevant authorities in terms of necessary permits etc. Furthermore, the infrastructural works cannot be a stand-alone project but must be part of an integrated proposal."
Furthermore, as related to the issues of eligibility of applicants, partners, action or specific activities, please note the following specified paragraph in Section 2.2.4 of the Guidelines for Applicants:

"In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action or specific activities."

Question 8:

U cijem vlasnistvu objekti/spomenici na kojima se izvode radovi trebaju biti (da li moze biti privatno vlasnistvo)? (unofficial translation: What kind of the ownership should be over the object/monument that is being subject to works (can it be a private property)?)

Answer 8:

For eligible actions and those that are ineligible please refer to Section 2.1.3 of the Guidelines for Applicants. 

Furthermore, as related to the issues of eligibility of applicants, partners, action or specific activities, please note the following specified paragraph in Section 2.2.4 of the Guidelines for Applicants:

"In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action or specific activities."

Question 9:

Da li je B&B jedan od proizvoda projekta (rezultat) ili vec treba biti registriran a rezultat njegovo poboljsanje? (unofficial translation: Is Bed&Breakfast one of the products of the project (result) or it already should be registered, and the result should be its improvement?) 

Answer 9:

For specified details on developing concept of B&B under Lot 2 please refer to Section 2.1.3 of the Guidelines for Applicants, where this particular component is defined in detail so as to indicate which approach/measures/potential beneficiaries and target groups/impact /expected results etc. are to be adequately addressed in the project proposal. 

Furthermore, as related to the issues of eligibility of applicants, partners, action or specific activities, please note the following specified paragraph in Section 2.2.4 of the Guidelines for Applicants:

"In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action or specific activities."

Question 10:

Da li u aplikaciji treba priloziti izjavu odabranih vlasnika potencijalnih B&B da pristaju ucestvovati u projektu ili se kroz projekat tek vrsi njihovo pronalazenje i prihvatanje za ucesce u projektu (odabir prema kriterijima)? (unofficial translation: Does the application need to contain the statements of the selected owners of the potential Bed&Breakfast confirming their consent to participate in the project or their selection is being conducted during the project implementation (selection in accordance with the criteria)?

Answer 10:

This issue is the subject of the applicant's concept of how developing this particular component of their projects. 

For specific requirements on eligible actions, please refer to Section 2.1.3 of the Guidelines for Applicants. 

Furthermore, as related to the issues of eligibility of applicants, partners, action or specific activities, please note the following specified paragraph in Section 2.2.4 of the Guidelines for Applicants:

"In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action or specific activities."

Question 11:
Postoji li mogucnost dodjeljivanja sredstava iz LOT 1 za edukaciju u primjeni standarda u turizmu zajedno sa ostalim sektorima? (Unofficial translation: Is there a possibility to allocate the funds from LOT 1 for education in application of the standards in the tourism, together with other sectors?)

Answer 11– add part about other sectors being eligible

For detailed description of actions that are eligible for Lot 1, please refer to Section 2.1.3 of the Guidelines for Applicants. If the proposed action complies with specified requirements for scope of actions and areas of intervention indicated in Section 2.1.3 under Lot 1 Sub-section Types of action, then it may be considered eligible. 

As related to this issue, please also see Answers provided to Questions 39, 43, 58 and 59.
Furthermore, as related to the issues of eligibility of applicants, partners, action or specific activities, please note the following specified paragraph in Section 2.2.4 of the Guidelines for Applicants:

"In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action or specific activities."

Question 12:

Osim prihvatljivih 6 regija u LOT 2, cluster 1, postoji li mogucnost I za druge regije? (Unofficial translation: Besides acceptable 6 regions in LOT 2, CLUSTER 1, is there a possibility for other regions?)

Answer 12:

Only shortlisted priority areas in cluster 1 that are included in this Call are eligible..

Question 13:

Jesu li prihvatljivi partneri iz inostranstva? (Unofficial translation: Are the partners from abroad eligible?)

Answer 13:

For eligibility of partners, please refer to Section 2.1.2 of the Guidelines for Applicants. You will see that partners must satisfy the same eligibility criteria as applicants and for these criteria, please refer to Section 2.1.1 of the Guidelines for Applicants. 

Furthermore, as related to the issues of eligibility of applicants, partners, action or specific activities, please note the following specified paragraph in Section 2.2.4 of the Guidelines for Applicants:

"In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action or specific activities."

Question 14:

Ako osoba radi citavo radno vrijeme na projektu, njena plata ulazi kao dio ko-financiranja, ali sta je sa toplim obrokom?  Da li i topli obrok moze ici uz platu kao iznos ko-financiranja? (unofficial translation: If a person works full time for the project and his/her salary is considered as co-financing, what about a meal allowance? Whether a meal allowance, together with salary, could be considered as co-financing?)

Answer 14:

For eligible costs, please refer to Section 2.1.4 of the Guidelines for Applicants that is subject of published Corrigendum No 1, specifying that: "To be eligible under the Call for Proposals, costs must comply with the provisions of article 14 of the General Conditions to the Standard Grant Contract (see Annex H_2 of the Guidelines)


"

The specified Article contains detailed list of all eligible costs, including definition of eligible costs of salaries and relevant contributions (e.g. as stated in Article 14.2, amongst other provisions, "…the following direct costs of the Beneficiary and its partners shall be eligible:…"the cost of staff assigned to the Action, corresponding to actual gross salaries including social security charges and other remuneration-related costs; salaries and costs must not exceed those normally borne by the Beneficiary or its partners, as the case may be, unless it is justified by showing that it is essential to carry out the action;"), and therefore, it is strongly advised to refer to this particular Article. 
Question 15:

Na koje analize i strateske dokumente ste se oslanjali u izradi "call-a" i koje zvanicne izvore podataka ste koristili? Koje vladine institucije ste konslutovali? Ko su vam kljucni partneri u BiH (ko-ordinacija sa drugim donatorima)? (Unofficial translation: Which analyses and strategic documents you relied on while preparing the Call and which official data sources you have used? Which government institutions you consulted? Who are your key partners in BiH (co-ordination with other donors)?

Answer 15:

For details, please refer to Section 1.1. Background of the Guidelines for Applicants. In addition, please note that the programming is the process of a 'joint action' of the European Commission and authorities of the beneficiary country, as per their competencies within targeted sectors so as to comply the programmes with priorities of the beneficiary country. The international community active in Bosnia and Herzegovina is also represented at adequate level of donor coordination.
Question 16:

Mogu li javni emiteri biti partneri u projektu? (Unofficial translation: Can public broadcasters be partners in the project?)

Answer 16:

For eligibility of partners, please refer to Section 2.1.2 of the Guidelines for Applicants. You will see that partners must satisfy the same eligibility criteria as applicants and for these criteria, please refer to Section 2.1.1 of the Guidelines for Applicants. 

Furthermore, as related to the issues of eligibility of applicants, partners, action or specific activities, please note the following specified paragraph in Section 2.2.4 of the Guidelines for Applicants:

"In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action or specific activities."

Question 17:

Moze li se ekonomska odrzivost rezultata projekta bazirati na trzisnom plasmanu nakon zavrsetka projekta (prodaja proizvoda i usluga koji su razvijeni tokom projekta)? (Unofficial translation: Can the economic sustainability of the project results be based on the access to the market after the completion of the project (sale of the products and services developed under the project)?)

Answer 17:

Sustainability of the action is to be adequately addressed in the project proposal (there is, amongst other sections, relevant section of the application form on sustainability aspects (Section 1.10 of the application form – Annex A to the Guidelines for Applicants)) as feasible, productive and relevant to the project intervention i.e. objectives and expected results against priorities and requirements of the Call for Proposals. 

For eligibility of actions, please refer to Section 2.1.3 of the Guidelines for Applicants. 

Furthermore, as related to the issues of eligibility of applicants, partners, action or specific activities, please note the following specified paragraph in Section 2.2.4 of the Guidelines for Applicants:

"In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action or specific activities."

Question 18:

Moze li fakultet biti nosilac projekta? (Unofficial translation: Is a faculty eligible for project implementing agency?)

Answer 18:

For eligibility of applicants under both Lots, please refer to requirements specified in Section 2.1.1 of the Guidelines for Applicants. 

Furthermore, as related to the issues of eligibility of applicants, partners, action or specific activities, please note the following specified paragraph in Section 2.2.4 of the Guidelines for Applicants:

"In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action or specific activities."

Question 19:
Are these funds considered to be donation or they have to be payback and at which interest rate?

Answer 19:

For definition of the standard EU funded grant contracts, please refer to Section 2 of the Guidelines for Applicants, first paragraph:

"These guidelines set out the rules for the submission, selection and implementation of actions financed under this call, in conformity with the provisions of the Practical Guide to contract procedures for EC external actions, which is applicable to the present call (available on the Internet at this address: http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/work/procedures/implementation/index_en.htm)."

By visiting the indicated website, section on nature of grants and all relevant regulations can be found in the Practical Guide within Section 6. Grants, Sub-section 6.1 Basic rules for grants contracts. For this purpose, the first paragraph of this section is specified for your information while remaining details may be found at the above-indicated section:

"A grant is a direct financial contribution, by way of donation, from the EU budget or the EDF, in order to finance:

- either an action intended to help achieve an objective forming part of a European Union policy;

- or the functioning of a body which pursues an aim of general European interest or has an objective forming part of a European Union policy.

In other words, it is a payment of a non-commercial nature by the Contracting Authority to a specific beneficiary to implement an action intended to help achieve an objective forming part of a European Union policy or an objective of the ACP-EC Agreement or the Overseas Association Decision or of a programme or project adopted in accordance with that Agreement or Decision."
As for eligible costs, please refer to Section 2.1.4 that is subject of published of published Corrigendum No 1, specifying that: "To be eligible under the Call for Proposals, costs must comply with the provisions of article 14 of the General Conditions to the Standard Grant Contract (see Annex H_2 of the Guidelines)


"
Question 20:

We are interested in production of materials for civil engineering like: easy concrete and polyurethane and ecology materials on the base, and we would like to know can you help us with placement of these products on market other than is Bosnia and Herzegovina?

Answer 20:

For actions eligible for funding under the Call, please refer to Section 2.1.3 of the Guidelines for Applicants. 

The EU standard grant scheme does not provide direct services such as placement of products on the market.  However, the project application may address this issue.

Furthermore, as related to the issues of eligibility of applicants, partners, action or specific activities, please note the following specified paragraph in Section 2.2.4 of the Guidelines for Applicants:

"In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action or specific activities."

Question 21:

If organisation which I present has a master plan with approximate value of 1,000,000.00 Euro, is it possible to divide it on 3 or 4 connected projects from 3 or 4 different organisations? If not, why?

Answer 21:

A master plan, if verified appropriately through relevant legal and administrative proceedings, may represent a solid, legally compliant basis for the project proposal design and in order to comply with criteria set for eligible actions, those for which an application may be made, potential applicants are expected to design their project proposals so as to meet relevant requirements specified in Section 2.1.3 of the Guidelines for Applicants. 

Furthermore, as related to the issues of eligibility of applicants, partners, action or specific activities, please note the following specified paragraph in Section 2.2.4 of the Guidelines for Applicants:

"In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action or specific activities."

As for financial allocations and size of grants, please refer to Section 1.3 of the Guidelines for Applicants which stipulates minimum and maximum grant contribution per action including co-funding requirements.

Question 22:

U projektu podizanja novih nasada jagodastog voca da li se ucesce farmera moze tretirati kao ucesce aplikanta u projektu? (Unofficial translation: Under the scope of the project planting new fields of barriers (strawberries), can a farmer's contribution be considered as an applicant's contribution to the project?)

Answer 22:

For financial allocations and minimum and maximum grant contribution per action, including the balance (co-funding) that has to be provided, please refer to Section 1.3 of the Guidelines for Applicants. In particular, the following from this section is specified as follows:

"The balance must be financed from the applicant's or partners' own resources, or from sources other than the European Community budget or the European Development Fund."

In addition, for Contributions in kind, please refer to eligible costs that are specified in Section 2.1.4 of the Guidelines for Applicants that is subject of the published Corrigendum No 1, stipulating that:

"Any contributions in kind made by the Beneficiary or the Beneficiary’s partners or any other source, which must be listed in Section I.4 of the application form, do not represent actual expenditure and are not eligible costs. They may not be treated as co-financing by the Beneficiary. The cost of staff assigned to the Action is not a contribution in kind and may be considered as co-financing in the Budget for the Action when paid by the Beneficiary or its partners.

However, the Beneficiary must undertake to make such contributions as stated on the application form if the grant is awarded."

Question 23:

Da li se u dijelu "sub-granting" moze nabavljati odredjeni repromaterijal za krajnjeg korisnika/farmera od dobavljaca? (Unofficial translation: Does the section "sub-granting" allow purchase of specific row materials for final beneficiaries/farmers, from the suppliers?)

Answer 23:

For details on requirements under Sub-granting, please refer to Section 2.1.3 eligible actions: actions for which an application can be made, Sub-section stipulating the following provisions:

"Sub-granting 

In order to support the achievement of the objectives of the Action, and in particular where the implementation of the Action proposed by the Applicant requires financial support to be given to third parties, the Applicant may propose awarding sub-grants. However, sub-granting may not be the main purpose of the Action and it must be duly justified.

In case where the Applicant foresees to award sub-grants, it has to specify in its application the total amount of the grant which may be used for awarding sub-grants as well as the minimum and maximum amount per sub-grant a list with the types of activity which may be eligible for sub-grants must be included in the application, together with the criteria for the selection of the beneficiaries of these sub-grants. The maximum amount of a sub-grant is limited to EUR 10.000 per third party while the total amount which can be awarded as sub-grants to third parties is limited to EUR 100.000."
In addition, for sub-contracting provisions under the EU funded grant contracts, please refer to Annex IV to the standard grant contract available in Annex H to the Guidelines for Applicants. 

Furthermore, as related to the issues of eligibility of applicants, partners, action or specific activities, please note the following specified paragraph in Section 2.2.4 of the Guidelines for Applicants:

"In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action or specific activities."
Question 24:

Moze li privatna firma biti partner u projektu? (Unofficial translation: Can private company be a partner on the project?)

Answer 24:

For eligibility of partners, please refer to Section 2.1.2 of the Guidelines for Applicants. You will see that partners must satisfy the same eligibility criteria as applicants and for these criteria, please refer to Section 2.1.1 of the Guidelines for Applicants. 

Furthermore, as related to the issues of eligibility of applicants, partners, action or specific activities, please note the following specified paragraph in Section 2.2.4 of the Guidelines for Applicants:

"In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action or specific activities."

Question 25:

Da li se farmer/clan udruzenja moze tretirati kao partner u projektu? (Unofficial translation: Can a farmer, member of an association, be considered as project partner?)

Answer 25:

Please see answer provided for Question 24.

Question 26:

Mogu li opstine pokrivene projektom biti partneri u projektu, ili mjesne zajednice ili financijske institucije? (Unofficial translation: Can municipalities, covered by the project, be partners on the project, or local communities, or financial institutions?)

Answer 26:

Please see answer provided for questions 24 and 25.
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Question 27:

Ukoliko ce se u projektu izvoditi radovi na objektu kulturno-istorijskog naslijedja koji je u vlasnistvu fizickog lica, da li je potrebno u pripremi projekta prikupiti izjavu odnosno garanciju tog fizickog lica kojim potvrdjuje spremnost za saradnju? (Unofficial translation: Should the project include the works on the object of cultural-historical heritage that is owned by a physical person, would it be necessary, in project preparation phase, to obtain the statement i.e. a guarantee of that physical person confirming the readiness for cooperation?)

Answer 27:

For eligible actions, please refer to Section 2.1.3 of the Guidelines for Applicants. In particular, please refer to the paragraph specifying the requirements for infrastructure works as quoted below:

"*Applicable for Lots 1 & 2: Where the proposed project involves infrastructure works, the applicant will have to demonstrate in their methodology a clear and legally compliant and feasible solution of the administration of the target site for the works to be conducted, including guarantees/support of relevant authorities in obtaining all the necessary permits for any works involved.  Ideally, as part of their application, the applicants will provide technical analysis of the project, a cost-benefit analysis, an analysis of the economic impact, a feasibility or pre-feasibility study, support letters from relevant authorities in terms of necessary permits etc. Furthermore, the infrastructure works cannot be a stand-alone project but must be part of an integrated proposal."
Furthermore, as related to the issues of eligibility of applicants, partners, action or specific activities, please note the following specified paragraph in Section 2.2.4 of the Guidelines for Applicants:

"In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action or specific activities."

Question 28: 

Kako gleda IPA na projekte kulture/umjetnosti? (Unofficial translation: What is the IPA standpoint regarding cultural/art projects?)

Answer 28:

As the sectors mentioned are out of the scope of this particular Call, for IPA programme specificities and priorities, please visit the European Commission's web site available for follow up on the area of your interest: http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/work/funding/index_en.htm  where all relevant information on this programme in general is available, including publication of all tenders launched by the European Commission, containing relevant details on eligibility and other related requirements that potential applicants need to meet if intending to participate in launched tendering procedures of their interest.

In addition, there is also the European Commission Delegation to Bosnia and Herzegovina's web site which contains all relevant information on IPA background and funding and sectoral overviews covering Bosnia and Herzegovina as the beneficiary country, including also the section on the tenders published: http://www.delbih.ec.europa.eu
Question 29:

Da li krajnji rezultat projekta moze biti osnivanje profitne organizacije (SME) na koji bi se prenijele dalje aktivnosti i koristenje novostvorenih kapaciteta? (Unofficial translation: Can the final result of the project be the establishment of a profit-making entity (SME)which would assume ownership over further activities and would continue utilizing the capacities created under the project?)

Answer 29:

This is the issue of designing an effective, feasible and sustainable methodological framework of the project that is to comply with the requirements set for eligible actions (see section 2.1.3 of the Guidelines for Applicants) as well as objectives and priorities of the Call. The sustainability aspect of the project is to be developed in specific in Annex A to the Guidelines for Applicants (Application form, amongst other relevant section, there is Section 1.10 on sustainability).
Question 30:

Mora li partner biti iz BiH? Npr. javno preduzece iz ove drzave i ekonomski institute iz RH? (Unofficial translation: Does the partner have to  be from BiH? Example:  public enterprise from this country and an economic institution from the Republic o f Croatia.)

Answer 30:

For eligibility of partners, please refer to Section 2.1.2 of the Guidelines for Applicants. You will see that partners must satisfy the same eligibility criteria as applicants and for these criteria, please refer to Section 2.1.1 of the Guidelines for Applicants. 

Furthermore, as related to the issues of eligibility of applicants, partners, action or specific activities, please note the following specified paragraph in Section 2.2.4 of the Guidelines for Applicants:

"In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action or specific activities."

Question 31:
Ako je aplikant npr. privredna komora i podugovorila je konsultantsku kucu za odredjene usluge, moze li direktor te konslutantske kuce biti menadzer na projektu (zbog kompetentnosti)? (unofficial translation: If the applicant is for instance a chamber of commerce, and the chamber sub-contracted a consulting company for certain services, can the director of that consulting company be a manager on the project (because of his/her skills)? 

Answer 31:

For sub-contracting, please refer to the rules and regulations that must be respected under the EU funded grant contract stipulated in Annex IV(Procurement by grant beneficiaries in the context of European Community external actions) to the standard grant contract available in Annex H to the Guidelines for Applicants. For the sake of clarity, the first paragraph of this Annex under Article 1 General principles stipulates the following:

"If the implementation of an Action requires procurement by the Beneficiary, the contract must be awarded to the most economically advantageous tender (ie, the tender offering the best price-quality ratio), in accordance with the principles of transparency and fair competition for potential contractors and taking care to avoid any conflicts of interest."
Question 32:
What can be considered in tourism as "connected activities" on page 9 of the call for proposals? Does, for instance, service, such as loans provided through credit-guarantee fund or business advisory services to tourism-orientated company fall into that category?
Answer 32:

For eligibility of applicants under Lot 2, please refer to Section 2.1.1 of the Guidelines for Applicants. If these criteria are fulfilled by potential applicants, then, these may be considered eligible for applying for funding.

In regard to the mentioned issue, please read the entire stipulated requirement under bullet point 3 of the above-referenced Section as follows:

"Have tourism development or connected activities as the primary activity in their statute…"
Furthermore, as related to the issues of eligibility of applicants, partners, action or specific activities, please note the following specified paragraph in Section 2.2.4 of the Guidelines for Applicants:

"In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action or specific activities."

Question 33:

Ukoliko zelimo podugovoriti marketinsku kucu u projektu, da li je trebamo identificirati za vrijeme pisanja projekta ili ce se tokom implementacije projekta provesti tender? (Unofficial translation: In the case that we want to sub-contract a marketing company under the project, is it necessary to identify that company at the time of writing the project proposal or the selection of the company will be carried out during the implementation of the project through a tender procedure?)

Answer 33:

The costs related to the subcontract will only be considered an eligible during the duration of the contract, which means from commencement to the end date of the project implementation, defined as per standard contract provisions. 

For details on standard contract, please refer to Annex H to the Guidelines for Applicants where procurement by grant beneficiaries in the context of European Community external actions can also be found.  These provisions must be respected for sub-contracting and are applied the grant is entered into force. For eligible costs, please refer to Section 2.1.4 of the Guidelines for Applicants under Corrigendum No 1, specifying that: "To be eligible under the Call for Proposals, costs must comply with the provisions of article 14 of the General Conditions to the Standard Grant Contract (see Annex H_2 of the Guidelines)
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Question 34:

Da li je predlozenim projektom dovoljno rijesiti samo npr. jednu barijeru ili je potrebno rijesiti sve ili vise barijera koje su definisane u pojedinim  sektorima (LOT 1 )? (Unofficial translation: Is it sufficient to resolve for instance just one barrier in the project proposal or it is necessary to resolve several or all barriers identified in the specific sectors (LOT 1))?

Answer 34:

For eligible actions under Lot 1, please refer to Section 2.1.3 of the Guidelines for Applicants. 
Furthermore, as related to the issues of eligibility of applicants, partners, action or specific activities, please note the following specified paragraph in Section 2.2.4 of the Guidelines for Applicants:

"In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action or specific activities."

Question 35:

Ukoliko plate osoblja angazovanog na projektu u budzetskim organizacijama iznose npr. 15% da li je to prihvatljivo kao kontribucija ili je odredjen procenat prihvatljivosti plata u projektu? (unofficial translation: If the salaries of the staff engaged under the project, in the budgetary organisations, amounts for instance up to 15%, is this acceptable as contribution or a certain other percentage of the?)
Answer 35:

For financial allocations and minimum and maximum grant contribution per action, including the balance (co-funding) that has to be provided, please refer to Section 1.3 of the Guidelines for Applicants. 
In addition, for Contributions in kind, please refer to eligible costs that are specified in Section 2.1.4 of the Guidelines for Applicants that is subject of the published Corrigendum No 1, stipulating that:

"Any contributions in kind made by the Beneficiary or the Beneficiary’s partners or any other source, which must be listed in Section I.4 of the application form, do not represent actual expenditure and are not eligible costs. They may not be treated as co-financing by the Beneficiary. The cost of staff assigned to the Action is not a contribution in kind and may be considered as co-financing in the Budget for the Action when paid by the Beneficiary or its partners.

However, the Beneficiary must undertake to make such contributions as stated on the application form if the grant is awarded."

Question 36:

Da li je izgradnja plastenika u svrhu trening i edukacije prihvatljiv projekat? (Unofficial translation: Is construction of the greenhouses, for the purpose of trainings and education, eligible project?)

Answer 36:

For eligible actions, please refer to Section 2.1.3 of the Guidelines for Applicants. 

Furthermore, as related to the issues of eligibility of applicants, partners, action or specific activities, please note the following specified paragraph in Section 2.2.4 of the Guidelines for Applicants:

"In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action or specific activities."
Question 37:

U finansijskom izvjestaju se ne vidi koji dio je finansiran iz sredstava EU (85%) a koji dio troskova ko-finansira aplikant (15%). Kako onda znati za koje troskove pokrenuti procedure oslobadjanja od PDV-a? (Unofficial translation: It is not clear in the financial report, which part was financed from the EU funds (85%) and which part of the expenses was financed by the applicant (15%). How is it possible, then, to know for which expenses it is necessary to initiate the procedure for VAT exemption?)

Answer 37:
For reporting requirements under the standard EU funded grant contract, please refer to Article 2 and 15, in particular, amongst the others, of Annex II to the standard grant contract that is included in Annex H to the Guidelines for Applicants. 

For VAT exemption procedures, please refer to Annex K to the Guidelines for Applicants. As a note, VAT will be exempted for an eligible cost equal to the percentage of the EU contribution. 

Question 38:

Koje sve dokumente treba dostaviti kao pratecu dokumentaciju uz aplikaciju i da li svi trazeni dokumenti trebaju biti prevedeni na engleski jezik i ovjereni od strane sudskog tumaca za engleski jezik? Molim specificirajte te dokumente. (Unofficial translation: What type of documents need to be delivered with the application, and is it necessary for all those documents to be translated in the English language and verified by the certified court translator? Could you please list these documents?)

Answer 38:

Please refer to Sections 2.2.1 and 2.2.2 of the Guidelines for Applicants. Amongst other relevant provisions in these Sections and other related in the Guidelines for Applicants, the following paragraphs may be found:

"Applications (concept note, full application form, budget, logical framework) must be submitted in one original and three copies.

The complete application form (part A: concept note and part B: full application form), budget and logical framework must also be supplied in electronic format (CD-Rom)…The Checklist (Section V of part B the grant application form) and the Declaration by the applicant (Section VI of part B of the grant application form) must be stapled separately and enclosed in the envelope…"
In addition, please refer to Section 3. List of Annexes of the Guidelines for Applicants, where it is also specified which documents are to fill in. 

Furthermore, Section 2.2.1 contains the following provision: "Applicants must apply in English."
Question 39:

Ako se odabere u okviru LOT 1, industrijski sektor koji nije specificiran medju prioritetne u pozivu, kakvu argumentaciju je potrebno dostaviti u prilog aplikaciji? (unofficial translation: If we select an industrial sector, within the frame of LOT 1,which is not specified amongst the priority sectors listed in the call, what kind of arguments should we deliver in support of our application?)

Answer 39:

Please refer to Section 2.1.3 of the Guidelines for Applicants on eligible actions, where, amongst other relevant provisions, you may find the following paragraph:

"Should the applicants chose to work in a sector other than those supply-chains identified in the Value Chain report, the applicant will need to demonstrate that the sector that potential for growth for the sector, job creation5 potential and the show that there is a high number of MSMEs6 within the sector.  Demonstration will be done through analysis or studies about the sectors that were completed before the deadline for submission of proposals."

Furthermore, as related to the issues of eligibility of applicants, partners, action or specific activities, please note the following specified paragraph in Section 2.2.4 of the Guidelines for Applicants:

"In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action or specific activities."
Question 40:

Postoje problemi pri registraciji na PADOR database. Molim objasnite procedure registracije na PADOR? (Unofficial translation: There are some problems with registration in PADOR database. Could you please explain the procedure of registration in the PADOR?)

Answer 40:

All relevant information on PADOR registration is specified in Section 2.2 of the Guidelines for Applicants, where, amongst other relevant provisions, you may find the following paragraph:

"Before starting the registration of your organisation in PADOR, please check:

- the Frequently Asked Questions 

- the PADOR user's guide

- the e-training 

These 3 documents are available on the website:

http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/work/onlineservices/pador/index_en.htm "
as well as footnote 16 specifying: 

"For further information on PADOR, please consult the following website: 
http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/work/onlineservices/pador/index_en.htm
Helpdesk for questions related to the functioning of PADOR: 
Europeaid-ON-LINE-REGISTRATION-HD@ec.europa.eu  "
5 The Applicants will need to explain which data sources were used in determining the number of people employed in the MSMEs.

6Estimate using available data. The Applicants will need to explain which data sources were used in determining the number of MSMEs
Question 41:

Da li je ogranicen broj partnera i saradnika na projektu? Ako da, koliko? (Unofficial translation: Is number of partners and associates limited? If yes, how many?)

Answer 41:

As you may see in Section 2.1.2 of the Guidelines for Applicants on partnerships and eligibility of partners, as well as on associates, there are no such limitations specified. For further details, please refer to the above-referenced Section. 

Question 42:

Da li partneri na projektu mogu biti organizacije profitnog karaktera? (Unofficial translation: Is it possible for profit-making organisations to be a project partner?)
Answer 42:

For eligibility of partners, please refer to Section 2.1.2 of the Guidelines for Applicants. You will see that partners must satisfy the same eligibility criteria as applicants and for these criteria, please refer to Section 2.1.1 of the Guidelines for Applicants. 

As for eligibility criteria that associate must satisfy, please also refer to Section 2.1.2 of the Guidelines for Applicants. 

Furthermore, as related to the issues of eligibility of applicants, partners, action or specific

activities, please note the following specified paragraph in Section 2.2.4 of the Guidelines for Applicants:

"In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action or specific activities."
Question 43:

Da li projektna aplikacija koja je bazirana na potrebe MSMP (MSMEs) na teritoriji samo jedne opstine moze biti prihvacena? (Unofficial translation: Can project application that is based on needs of MSMEs from the area of only one municipality, be accepted?)

Answer 43:

In terms of eligible actions under Lot 1, please refer to Section 2.1.3 of the Guidelines for Applicants, where, amongst other relevant provisions, you may find under Sub-section Types of action, the following paragraph:

"Through previous projects and several other initiatives from both international donors and local institutions, there is obvious need to integrate and coordinate efforts at all levels. The applicants are expected to:

· identify precise locations and sectors for the activities in the proposal,

· create consortium/partnerships or plan to involve organizations (authorities, formal and informal education institutions, development agencies, research institutions, professional marketing organizations, furniture and other design organizations etc.) that would be able to address a number of recognised constraints within the sectors that are obstacles to competitiveness and growth of MSMEs,
· indicate the methodology that they will apply to the integrated approach combining different linked efforts at all levels and activities…."

Furthermore, as related to the issues of eligibility of applicants, partners, action or specific activities, please note the following specified paragraph in Section 2.2.4 of the Guidelines for Applicants:

"In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action or specific activities."
Question 44:

S obzirom da u BiH vjerovatno ne postoji agencija koja pruza usluge evaluacije projekta, koje minimalne uslove mora ispunjavati evaluator koji se angazira kao fizicko lice? (Unofficial translation: Considering that, most probably, there is no agency in BiH which offers project evaluation services, what are the minimum conditions that as evaluator, as an individual, must fulfill in order to be hired?)

Answer 44:

If the question refers to budget line 5.4 in Annex B of the Guidelines for Applicants, and that is the Budget for the Action template, then the Applicant is in charge of projecting the costs of the project implementation, including these, if considered relevant and necessary for the Action (pay attention to the footnote 8 in the Budget's template). Contracting these services would be the responsibility of the grant beneficiary, once the contract has been awarded, and it should be performed in conformity with the specified provisions for subcontracting in Annex II and Annex IV to the standard grant contract (see Annex H to the Guidelines for Applicants).  

Question 45:

Postoji li u EU neka institucija koja pruza edukaciju i certificiranje za poslove evaluatora? (Unofficial translation: Is there an institution in the EU that provides education and certification of evaluators?)

Answer 45:

No such information is available. 
Question 46:

Mogu li se troskovi bankovne provizije smatrati prihvatljivim ako se odnose na troskove projektnih aktivnosti? (unofficial translation: Can bank fees be considered as eligible expenses if they are related to the costs of the project activities?)

Answer 46:

For ineligible costs, please refer to Section 2.1.4 Section of the Guidelines for Applicants that is subject of the published Corrigendum No 1, stipulating that:

"Ineligible costs
The following costs are not eligible:

· debts and provisions for losses or debts;

· interest owed;
· items already financed in another framework;

· purchases of land or buildings;

· currency exchange losses;
· taxes, including VAT, unless the Beneficiary (or the Beneficiary’s partners) cannot reclaim them and the applicable regulations do not forbid coverage of taxes;

· credit to third parties.

By derogation from Article 14.2 of the General Conditions to the Standard Grant Contract (see Annex H_2 of the Guidelines), the following direct costs are also not eligible:
· financial service cost (bank charges, cost of guarantees and similar charges)
· fines, financial penalties and expenses of litigation
· purchase costs for used (second hand) equipment."
Question 47:

Prilikom registracije u PADOR mora li prevod statuta biti uradjen od strane sudskog tumaca? (Unofficial translation: At the PADOR registration, is it necessary to have translation of the statute verified by the court translator?)

Answer 47:

For questions on PADOR, please refer to Section 2.2 of the Guidelines for Applicants. In addition, please see Answer provided to Question 40. 

Question 48:

Da li na bodovanje aplikacije utice visina ucesca, tj. da li ucesce vece od 15% donosi dodaten bodove? (Unofficial translation: Dose the amount of the co-finaincg effect the evaluation (scoring) of the application, i.e. if the co-finaicng is higher than 15% will this result in additional points for the applicant?)

Answer 48:
Standard evaluation grid with the scoring system presenting the distribution of the scores per section to be evaluated and other relevant information on each step of the evaluation process is contained in Section 2.3 of the Guidelines for Applicants. For these details, please refer to the above-referenced Section.

Question 49:

U pozivu VI je jedna od eko zona parka prirode "Tajan". Medjutim, skupstina Ze-Do kantona je donijela zakon o proglasenju spomenika prirode "Tajan". Da li ova razlika u nazivima moze bit problem pri aplikaciji? (Unofficial translation: The Call VI includes one of the eco-zones, park of nature "Tajan". However, the Assembly of the Ze-Do Canton passed a law proclaming "Tajan" To be a monument of nature Could this difference in official name/title of the area be a problem in the application process?)

Answer 49:

No, as at the time of the preparation of the Guidelines, this area was indentified as a park of nature. The concept of Lot 2 priorities is described in Section 2.1.3 of the Guidelines for Applicants, Sub-section Lot 2, for Cluster 1 where, the following paragraph can be found, amongst others, explaining the referenced issue in question:

"The areas of focus should already have at least somewhat of an infrastructure and an integrated system of mountain trails.  The DEZs can be national parks, conservation areas, rural zones that enjoy some sort of protected status and lend to nature based activities, and areas that are frequented by hikers and mountain association members. A vital component of the DEZ is the ability to develop specific niche markets (i.e. caving, wildlife observation). …"

Question 50:

Prihvatljiv iznos ulaganja po novom radnom mjestu, po djelatnostima – cc max – min? (Unofficial translation: Acceptable amount of investments per new job created, per activity – max – min?)

Answer 50:

For eligible actions, please refer to Section 2.1.3 of the Guidelines for Applicants where it may be seen that no such provision was specified.

Indicative amount invested for each job created under the project has not been identified. 
Furthermore, as related to the issues of eligibility of applicants, partners, action or specific activities, please note the following specified paragraph in Section 2.2.4 of the Guidelines for Applicants:  

"In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action or specific activities."
Question 51:

Ko potpisuje projekat/biznis plan kao podlogu aplikacije: a) vlasnik preduzeca/samo; b) vlasnik /autor/ obavezno? (Unofficial translation: Who signs the project/business plan as the basis for the application: a) the owner of the company / only; b) the owner /author/ compulsory? )
Answer 51:

A person who is an authorised signatory on behalf of the legal entity in concern should sign relevant documents.

Question 52:

Mogu li ravnopravno konkurisati i novonastala preduzeca / udruzenja? (Unofficial translation: Is it possible for newly established companies / associations to apply equally?)

Answer 52:

For eligibility of applicants under Lot 1 and Lot 2, please refer to Section 2.1.1 of the Guidelines for Applicants. 

For eligibility of partners, please refer to Section 2.1.2 of the Guidelines for Applicants. You will see that partners must satisfy the same eligibility criteria as applicants so Section 2.1.1 of the Guidelines for Applicants should also be referred. 

As for eligibility criteria that associate must satisfy, please also refer to Section 2.1.2 of the Guidelines for Applicants. 

Furthermore, as related to the issues of eligibility of applicants, partners, action or specific activities, please note the following specified paragraph in Section 2.2.4 of the Guidelines for Applicants:

"In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action or specific activities."
Question 53:

Da li medjunarodne NGOs mogu aplicirati na sredstav ovog poziva? (Unofficial translation: Can International NGOs apply for funds under this call?)

Answer 53:
For eligibility of applicants under Lot 1 and Lot 2, please refer to Section 2.1.1 of the Guidelines for Applicants. 

For eligibility of partners, please refer to Section 2.1.2 of the Guidelines for Applicants. You will see that partners must satisfy the same eligibility criteria as applicants so Section 2.1.1 of the Guidelines for Applicants should be referred in this case as well. 

As for eligibility criteria that associate must satisfy, please also refer to Section 2.1.2 of the Guidelines for Applicants. 

Furthermore, as related to the issues of eligibility of applicants, partners, action or specific activities, please note the following specified paragraph in Section 2.2.4 of the Guidelines for Applicants:

"In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action or specific activities."
Question 54:

Da li su eko-zone (LOT 2) definitivno odredjene odnosno da li postoji mogucnost aplikacije za neku zonu koja nije navedena u pozivu? (Unofficial translation: Are the eco-zones definitely set i.e. is there a possibility to apply for some other zone which is not listed in the call?)

Answer 54:

Only shortlisted priority areas in cluster 1 that are included in this Call are eligible.

Question 55:

Sta se predaje: a) aplikacija; b) prilozi (Unofficial translation: What has to be submitted a) application b) annexes?)

Answer 55:

Please refer to Sections 2.2.1 and 2.2.2 of the Guidelines for Applicants. Amongst other relevant provisions in these Sections and other related in the Guidelines for Applicants, the following paragraphs may be found:

"Applications (concept note, full application form, budget, logical framework) must be submitted in one original and three copies.

The complete application form (part A: concept note and part B: full application form), budget and logical framework must also be supplied in electronic format (CD-Rom)…The Checklist (Section V of part B the grant application form) and the Declaration by the applicant (Section VI of part B of the grant application form) must be stapled separately and enclosed in the envelope…"
In addition, please refer to Section 3. List of Annexes of the Guidelines for Applicants, where it is also specified which documents are to fill in. 
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Question 56:

Mogu li firme biti "Associates" i mogu li oni istovremeno biti korisnici? (Unofficial translation: Is it possible for companies to be "Associates" and can they at same time be beneficiaries?)

Answer 56:

For requirements set for associates, please refer to Section 2.1.2 of the Guidelines for Applicants. 

This issue of project beneficiaries/target groups is the subject of the applicant's concept of how developing this particular component of their projects.  

For specific requirements on eligible actions, please refer to Section 2.1.3 of the Guidelines for Applicants. 

Furthermore, as related to the issues of eligibility of applicants, partners, action or specific activities, please note the following specified paragraph in Section 2.2.4 of the Guidelines for Applicants:

"In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action or specific activities."
Question 57:
Da li su bankovne provizije prihvatljiv trosak? (Unofficial translation: Are bank fees eligible expenses?)

Answer 57:

Please see answer provided for Question 46.

Question 58:

Kod identifikacije MSME u aplikacionoj formi kao buducih klijenata projekta – da li ih je dovoljno samo navesti ili su potrebne i njihove pismene izjave o spremnosti na ucesce? (Unofficial translation: When identifying the MSMEs in the application form as future project clients, would it be sufficient just to list them or it is necessary to provide their written statements confirming readiness to participate in the project?)

Answer 58:

For eligible actions, please refer to Section 2.1.3 of the Guidelines for Applicants, where, amongst other relevant provisions, the following paragraph may be found:

"Applicants must identify their future MSME clients (start ups or existing MSME) already within the application form, in order to demonstrate the feasibility and impact of the project and allow the evaluators to assess the potential of the target groups. A minimum number of MSME clients that the activity must support is 30 (including those that receive or produce raw materials, financial services providers, market integrators


producers, manufacturers, business service providers, and other MSMEs in the supply value-chain) or 150 cooperants (farmers, organic food producers etc.). Proposals will stand a better chance of success where there is an existing feasibility study recommending the implementation of the project in question."
Furthermore, as related to the issues of eligibility of applicants, partners, action or specific activities, please note the following specified paragraph in Section 2.2.4 of the Guidelines for Applicants:

"In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action or specific activities."
Question 59:

Moze li prijedlogom projekta biti obuhvaceno vise od jednog sektora / pod-sektora (LOT 1), npr. 2 sektora? (Unofficial translation: Can project proposal cover more than one sector / sub-sector (LOT 1), for instance 2 sectors?)

Answer 59:  

In terms of eligible actions under Lot 1, please refer to Section 2.1.3 of the Guidelines for Applicants, where, amongst other relevant provisions, you may find under Sub-section Types of action, the following paragraph:

"Through previous projects and several other initiatives from both international donors and local institutions, there is obvious need to integrate and coordinate efforts at all levels. The applicants are expected to:

· identify precise locations and sectors for the activities in the proposal,

· create consortium/partnerships or plan to involve organizations (authorities, formal and informal education institutions, development agencies, research institutions, professional marketing organizations, furniture and other design organizations etc.) that would be able to address a number of recognised constraints within the sectors that are obstacles to competitiveness and growth of MSMEs,
· indicate the methodology that they will apply to the integrated approach combining different linked efforts at all levels and activities…"

Furthermore, as related to the issues of eligibility of applicants, partners, action or specific activities, please note the following specified paragraph in Section 2.2.4 of the Guidelines for Applicants:

"In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action or specific activities."
Question 60:

Mogu li se firmama dodjeljivati sub-grantovi, npr. za kupovinu opreme? (Unofficial translation: Can sub-grants be allocated to companies, for instance, for purchase of equipment?)

Answer 60:

For details on requirements under Sub-granting, please refer to Section 2.1.3 eligible actions: actions for which an application can be made, Sub-section stipulating the following provisions:

"Sub-granting 

In order to support the achievement of the objectives of the Action, and in particular where the implementation of the Action proposed by the Applicant requires financial support to be given to third parties, the Applicant may propose awarding sub-grants. However, sub-granting may not be the main purpose of the Action and it must be duly justified.

In case where the Applicant foresees to award sub-grants, it has to specify in its application the total amount of the grant which may be used for awarding sub-grants as well as the minimum and maximum amount per sub-grant a list with the types of activity which may be eligible for sub-grants must be included in the application, together with the criteria for the selection of the beneficiaries of these sub-grants. The maximum amount of a sub-grant is limited to EUR 10.000 per third party while the total amount which can be awarded as sub-grants to third parties is limited to EUR 100.000."

In addition, for sub-contracting provisions under the EU funded grant contracts, please refer to Annex IV to the standard grant contract available in Annex H to the Guidelines for Applicants. 

Furthermore, as related to the issues of eligibility of applicants, partners, action or specific activities, please note the following specified paragraph in Section 2.2.4 of the Guidelines for Applicants:

"In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action or specific activities."

Question 61:

S obzirom da porez na dohodak nije prihvatljiv trosak, da li postoji procedura za povrat ovog poreza kao sto je slucaj sa PDV-om, jer je ovaj porez obavezan? (Unofficial translation: Considering that the income tax is not an eligible expense, is there a procedure for refund of this tax, as it was the case with VAT, because this tax is mandatory?)

Answer 61:

For eligible costs, please refer to Section 2.1.4 of the Guidelines for Applicants that is subject of published Corrigendum No 1, specifying that: "To be eligible under the Call for Proposals, costs must comply with the provisions of article 14 of the General Conditions to the Standard Grant Contract (see Annex H_2 of the Guidelines)


"

You may see that footnote 15 referring to this issue is also targeted by this Corrigendum so please refer to this footnote 15 for clarification of the issue in reference.
Question 62:

U kojoj budzetskoj liniji se prikazuju troskovi partnera na projektu, da li u "Human Resources" ili u nekoj drugoj? (Unofficial translation: Under which budget line are the expenses of the partner shown? Is it in "Human Resources" or in other budget line?)

Answer 62:

It depends upon the nature of costs that the applicant will foresee to share with the partner(s). Standard Budget for the action template representing a detailed breakdown of project funds allocation within specified budget lines of defined nature (as per cost foreseen) is available in Annex B to the Guidelines for Applicants (also subject of the published Corrigendum No 1). 

For partnerships, please refer to Section 2.1.2 of the Guidelines for Applicants and for eligible costs, please see Answer provided to Question 61. 

Question 63:

Da li je moguce iz sredstava sopstvenog doprinosa finansirati edukaciju projektnog osoblja u svrhu kavalitetnije implementacije pojedinih aktivnosti projekta? (Unofficial translation: Is it possible to use applicants contribution to finance education of the project staff for the purpose of more qualitative implementation of some project activities?)

Answer 63:

For eligible actions, please refer to Section 21.3 of the Guidelines for Applicants.

For eligible costs, please refer to Answer provided to Question 61. 

Furthermore, as related to the issues of eligibility of applicants, partners, action or specific activities, please note the following specified paragraph in Section 2.2.4 of the Guidelines for Applicants:

"In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action or specific activities."
Question 64:

Da li je moguce iz sredstava sopstvenog ucesca placati porez na licni dohodak? (Unofficial translation: Is it possible to use applicant's own contribution funds to pay the income tax?)

Answer 64:

Please refer to Answer provided to Question 61.

Question 65:

Da li se na minimalnu sumu od 300.000 Eura dodaje 15% ili vise sopstvenog ucesca ili je 300.000 kompletna suma projekta? (Unofficial translation: Do we add 15% or more of our own contribution on the top of maximum of 300,000 Euro, or the amount of 300,000 Euro represents total amount of the project?)

Answer 65:

Please note that minimum and maximum amounts specified in Section 1.3 of the Guidelines for Applicants that any grant awarded under this programme must fall between under Lot 1 and Lot 2 refer to the EU contribution while “The balance must be financed from the applicant's or partners' own resources, or from sources other than the European Community budget or the European Development Fund.”

For more details, please refer to the above-specified section of the Guidelines for Applicants. 

Question 66:

Da li su mikro-kreditne fondacije "eligible applicants"? (Unofficial translation: Are micro-credit foundations eligible applicants?)

Answer 66:

For eligible applicants under both Lots, please refer to Section 21.1 of the Guidelines for Applicants.

Furthermore, as related to the issues of eligibility of applicants, partners, action or specific activities, please note the following specified paragraph in Section 2.2.4 of the Guidelines for Applicants:

"In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action or specific activities."
Question 67:

Da li vise organizacija moze oformiti konzorcij i aplicirati kao konzorcij, ili su prihvatljive samo aplikacije od jednog aplikanta, tj. organizacije koja moze imati partnere? (Unofficial translation: Is it possible for several organisations to form a consortium and apply as a consortium or only acceptable/eligible applications are those from one applicant / organisation who can have partners?)

Answer 67:

For partnerships, please refer to Section 2.12 of the Guidelines for Applicants that is subject of the published Corrigendum No 1, stipulating, amongst other related provisions indicated in the above-referenced Section:

“Applicants may act individually or with partner organizations”.
Furthermore, as related to the issues of eligibility of applicants, partners, action or specific activities, please note the following specified paragraph in Section 2.2.4 of the Guidelines for Applicants:

"In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action or specific activities."
Question 68:

Koji procenat od ukupne vrijednosti projekta moze biti predmet podugovaranja? (Unofficial translation: What is the percentage of total value of the project that can be allocated for sub-contracting?)

Answer 68:

The subcontracting cannot be a stand-alone project but may be undertaken by the grant Beneficiary in a limited portion (no percentages specified) if necessary for implementation a part of the Action. 

For more details on provisions stipulating rules and requirements of conducting subcontracting, please refer to Annex II to the standard grant contract - the General Conditions applicable to European Community-financed grant contracts for external actions (Annex H_2 to the Guidelines for Applicants) as well as Annex IV to the standard grant contract - Procurement by grant Beneficiaries in the context of European Community external actions (Annex H_3 to the Guidelines for Applicants).
Question 69:

Da li je prihvatljiv trosak npr. posjeta sajmu u drugoj zemlji? (Unofficial translation: Can visit to, for instance a fair in another country, be considered as eligible expense?)

Answer 69:

If relevant to and justified for the Action, then please refer to the eligible costs in Section 2.1.4 of the Guidelines for Applicants that is subject to the published Corrigendum No 1. 

Please see Answer provided to Question 61.

Question 70:

Da li se radi samo Concept Note il Projektna aplikacija u cjelosti? (unofficial translation: Do we prepare only concept note or it is necessary to prepare full application form?)

Answer 70:

Please refer to notice indicated on page 2 of the Guidelines for Applicants, specifying that:

“This is an open Call for Proposals, where all documents are submitted at one stage (Concept Note and full proposal). However, in the first instance, only the Concept Notes will be evaluated. Thereafter, for the applicants whose Concept Notes have been pre-selected, evaluation of the full proposal will be carried out. Further to the evaluation of the full proposals, an eligibility check will be performed for those which are provisionally selected. This check will be undertaken on the basis of the supporting documents requested by the Contracting Authority and the signed "Declaration by the Applicant" sent together with the application.”

In addition, please also refer to Section 2.2, in particular to Sub-sections 2.2.1 and 2.2.2 of the Guidelines for Applicants for further details.

Question 71:

Sta se smatra "relevantnom" institucijom za ukljucivanje "peradara" u postupak aplikacije? (Unofficial translation: What/Who is considered as "relevant" institution in order to include poultry farming in the application process?)

Answer 71:

It depends upon the scope of Action that the applicant will design in their project proposal and the concept of their methodological approach that will propose for effective, contractually compliant and sustainable implementation of the Action.

For details on eligibility of applicants, please refer to Section 2.1.1 of the Guidelines for Applicants. 

For details on eligible actions, please Section 2.1.3 of the Guidelines for Applicants.

Furthermore, as related to the issues of eligibility of applicants, partners, action or specific activities, please note the following specified paragraph in Section 2.2.4 of the Guidelines for Applicants:

"In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action or specific activities."
Question 72:

Kada se moraju imati dokazi o samofinansiranju od 15% u projektu? (Unofficial translation: When do we need to have a proof that we have co-financing of 15% ?)

Answer 72:

On co-funding, there are relevant provisions specified in Section 1.3 of the Guidelines for Applicants, while fulfilling this obligation .i.e. provision of indicated co-funding rate in the project proposal will be closely monitored throughout the project lifetime. 
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Question 73:

Da li se kapitalne investicije mogu finansirati iz granta, ako mogu da se financiraju kapitalne investicije, do kog procenta ucesca? (Unofficial translation: Can capital investments be financed from a grant, and if yes, what is the percentage of the co-financing?)

Answer 73:

For eligible actions, please refer to Section 2.1.3 of the Guidelines for Applicants. 

For financial allocations and minimum and maximum grant contribution per action, including the balance (co-funding) that has to be provided, please refer to Section 1.3 of the Guidelines for Applicants. 
Furthermore, as related to the issues of eligibility of applicants, partners, action or specific activities, please note the following specified paragraph in Section 2.2.4 of the Guidelines for Applicants:

"In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action or specific activities."
Question 74:

Ako je potrebna participacija SME da li se registrovani poljoprivredni proizvodjaci mogu smatrati kao SME? (Unofficial translation: If the participation of SME is necessary, can registered agriculture producers be considered as SME?)

Answer 74:

For eligible actions under Lot 1 please refer to Section 2.1.3 of the Guidelines for Applicants, where mechanisms of assistance to the SMEs, methodology to apply and requirements to meet are clearly specified. In this regard, please also see Answer provided to Question 58.

Furthermore, as related to the issues of eligibility of applicants, partners, action or specific activities, please note the following specified paragraph in Section 2.2.4 of the Guidelines for Applicants:

"In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action or specific activities." 

Question 75:

Da li udruzenje gradjana koje je registrovano u jednoj opstini moze da aplicira za LOT 2, Cluster 1, formiranje eko-zone, u drugoj opstini? (Unofficial translation: Can the association of citizens registered in one municipality, apply for LOT 2, Cluster 1 – establishment of the eco-zone, in another municipality?)

Answer 75:

Applicants who fulfill eligibility criteria set in Section 2.1.1 of the Guidelines for Applicants for Lot 2, cluster 2 are considered eligible for applying to funding with their project proposals that may cover any of the prioritised locations under Lot 2, regardless of applicants’ location of origin.

Question 76:

Da li troskovi projekta mogu da obuhvate nabavku i rekonstrukciju starih brvnara?  (Unofficial translation: Can the expenses under the project  cover the purchase and reconstruction of  old lodges?)

Answer 76:

There are such actions specified, and for all details on eligible actions, please refer to Section 2.1.3 of the Guidelines for Applicants.

For eligible costs, please refer to Section 2.1.4 that is subject to the published corrigendum No 1. In addition, please also see Answer provided to Question 61. 

Question 77:

Da li Delegacija Evropske Komisije moze preporuciti ili obezbjediti konsultanta koji bi pomogao u pripremi projektnog prijedloga? (Unofficial translation: Can the Delegation of the European Commission recommend or provide a consultant who would assist in preparation of the project proposal?)

Answer 77:

The Delegation of the European Commission to Bosnia and Herzegovina is not in position to provide any such recommendation due to the EU principles of fair, equal and transparent treatment of all potential applicants to any tender or call for proposals.

In line with the aforementioned, the following standard EU procedural provision is specified in Section 2.2.4 of the Guidelines for Applicants:

"In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action or specific activities."
Question 78:

Kolika je cijena konsultanta?) (Unofficial translation: What is the cost of the consultant?)
Answer 78:

Please see Answer provided to Question 77.

Question 79:

Does the association of citizens qualify as an applicant for the project?

Answer 79:

If such legal entity can fulfill eligibility criteria specified for Lot 1 and/or Lot 2, depending on interest in any of these or both Lots, then it may be considered eligible for applying.

For details on eligibility of applicants, please refer to Section 2.1.1 of the Guidelines for Applicants. 

Furthermore, as related to the issues of eligibility of applicants, partners, action or specific activities, please note the following specified paragraph in Section 2.2.4 of the Guidelines for Applicants:

"In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action or specific activities."
Question 80:

Da li je ovaj poziv dio sireg plana podrske oblastima iz LOT1 I LOT2 (MSMP, eko-zone i kulturno nasledje)? Ukoliko da, koji su naredni koraci (ukljucivanje ostalih eko-zona i turistickih podrucja? (Unofficial translation: Is this proposal a part of a wider plan of support to the fields under LOT 1 and LOT 2 (MSMEs and eco-zones and cultural heritage)? If yes, what are the next steps (inclusion of the other eco-zones and tourist areas)?)
Answer 80:

This will be subject of further close consultations of the European Commission with major stakeholders and counterparts of the beneficiary country to define future support to further progress of the country in fulfilling requirements set for further EU approximation of the country and reinforce its institutional capacity building in prioritised sectors. 

Question 81:

Da li angazovanje profesora iz SAD-a moze biti dio projekta ili da li moze da bude dio 15% vlastitog doprinosa, obzirom da nisu EU gradjani? (Unofficial translation: Can the engagement of professors from USA be a part of the project or could this be taken as a part of the 15% co-financing, considering that they are not EU citizens?)

Answer 81:

US citizens are eligible for being engaged as experts under the EU funded grant contract. 

For subcontracting requirements and in particular, rule of nationality, please refer to Annex IV to the standard grant contract (Annex H_3 to the Guidelines for Applicants). 

Question 82:

Da li se podrzavaju stipendije, tj. Internship programi? (Unofficial translation: Are  scholarships supported, i.e.  internship programs?)

Answer 82:

For list of eligible costs, please refer to Section 2.1.4 of the Guidelines for Applicants that is subject of the published Corrigendum No 1. In addition please also see Answer provided to Question 61.

For eligible actions, please refer to Section 2.1.3 of the Guidelines for Applicants.

For list of ineligible actions, please refer to Section 2.1.3 that is the subject to the published Corrigendum No 1, specifying that:

“The following types of action are ineligible:

· actions concerned only or mainly with individual sponsorships for participation in workshops, seminars, conferences, congresses;

· actions concerned only or mainly with individual scholarships for studies or training courses;

· financial engineering schemes such as revolving funds;

· purchase of private property (land, buildings, etc.) for the purposes of implementing a proposal under this scheme;

· civil works in buildings or equipment  in the ownership of private entrepreneurs.”

Furthermore, as related to the issues of eligibility of applicants, partners, action or specific activities, please note the following specified paragraph in Section 2.2.4 of the Guidelines for Applicants:

"In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action or specific activities."
Question 83:

Da li su prihvatljivi aplikanti u okviru LOT-a 1 Zemljoradnicke Zadruge kao instrumenti povezivanja poljoprivrednih proizvodjaca i MSP u proizvodnom lancu? (Unofficial translation: Under the frame of LOT 1, are agricultural cooperatives considered eligible applicants, as instruments that would create links between agricultural producers and SMEs in the production chain?)

Answer 83:

If such legal entities can fulfill eligibility criteria specified for Lot 1, then they may be considered eligible for applying.

For details on criteria of eligibility of applicants, please refer to Section 2.1.1 of the Guidelines for Applicants. 

Furthermore, as related to the issues of eligibility of applicants, partners, action or specific activities, please note the following specified paragraph in Section 2.2.4 of the Guidelines for Applicants:

"In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action or specific activities."
Question 84:

Mogu li se aplicirati projekti izvan prioritetnih zona (u okviru LOT 2)

Brdaca – zasticeno mocvarno podrucje

Donja Dolina – najznacajnije arheolosko nalaziste u BiH

Medjusobna udaljenost podrucja (ta dva)je 6km.

Kako ta podrucja nisu na listi prioriteta za razvoj turizma (spojena kulturna  i prirodna nasljedja)? (Unofficial translation: Is it possible to propose the projects outside of the priority zones (LOT 2)

BRDACA – protected swampland

DONJA DOLINA – the most important archaeological site in BiH

The distance between these two areas is 6 km. 

Why aren't these two areas  on the list of priorities for tourism development (merged natural and cultural heritage)?

Answer 84:

Only short listed priority areas in cluster 1 and those short listed under cluster 2 that are included into this Call are eligible.

These priorities are the result of consultation and programming process of designing assistance to the institutional capacity building of the beneficiary country within the targeted sector.

Future programming may specify another set of complementary and relevant prioritized areas and measures of intervention. For details on this particular issue, please also see Answer provided to Question 80. 

Furthermore, as related to the issues of eligibility of applicants, partners, action or specific activities, please note the following specified paragraph in Section 2.2.4 of the Guidelines for Applicants:

"In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action or specific activities."
Question 85:

Da li je neophodno (obavezno) dostavljanje cost benefit analize i feasibility studije za gradjevinske radove u sklopu LOT-a 2 ili je dovoljno u aplikacionom materijalu ukljuciti predracune za izvodjenje radova? (Unofficial translation: Is it necessary (obligatory) to deliver the cost benefit analysis and feasibility study for construction works under the LOT 2 or it is enough to include bill of quantities for execution of the works in the application package?)

Answer 85:

For eligible actions, please refer to Section 2.1.3 of the Guidelines for Applicants. As the question considers infrastructure works, then, amongst other relevant provisions, the following paragraph may be found: 

"*Applicable for Lots 1 & 2: Where the proposed project involves infrastructural works, the applicant will have to demonstrate in their methodology a clear and legally compliant and feasible solution of the administration of the target site for the works to be conducted, including guarantees/support of relevant authorities in obtaining all the necessary permits for any works involved.  Ideally, as part of their application, the applicants will provide technical analysis of the project, a cost-benefit analysis, an analysis of the economic impact, a feasibility or pre-feasibility study, support letters from relevant authorities in terms of necessary permits etc. Furthermore, the infrastructural works cannot be a stand-alone project but must be part of an integrated proposal."

Furthermore, as related to the issues of eligibility of applicants, partners, action or specific activities, please note the following specified paragraph in Section 2.2.4 of the Guidelines for Applicants:

"In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action or specific activities."
Question 86:

Da li je 10-godisnji zakup zemljista na kom se moze realizovati projekat, prihvatljiv za samofinanciranje? (Unofficial translation: Can a 10-year  lease for land that could be used for implementation of the project be acceptable as part of the co-financing?)

Answer 86:

For eligible costs please see Answer provided to Question 61.

For financial allocations and minimum and maximum grant contribution per action, including the balance (co-funding) that has to be provided, please refer to Section 1.3 of the Guidelines for Applicants. 
In addition, for Contributions in kind, please refer to eligible costs that are specified in Section 2.1.4 of the Guidelines for Applicants that is subject of the published Corrigendum No 1, stipulating that:

"Any contributions in kind made by the Beneficiary or the Beneficiary’s partners or any other source, which must be listed in Section I.4 of the application form, do not represent actual expenditure and are not eligible costs. They may not be treated as co-financing by the Beneficiary. The cost of staff assigned to the Action is not a contribution in kind and may be considered as co-financing in the Budget for the Action when paid by the Beneficiary or its partners.

However, the Beneficiary must undertake to make such contributions as stated on the application form if the grant is awarded."

For ineligible costs, please see Answer provided to Question 41.

Question 87:

Da li su jednako vrednovani projekti sa partnerima i oni bez partnera? (Unofficial translation: Are the projects with partners equally evaluated as the projects without partners?)

Answer 87:

For partnerships, please refer to Section 2.1.2 of the Guidelines for Applicants that is subject of the published Corrigendum No 1, specifying that: 

“Applicants may act individually or with partner organisations” while the following sentence is removed from the above-referenced section of the Guidelines for Applicants by the published Corrigendum No 1:

“Please note that in accordance with the Evaluation grid (Step 3 – Evaluation of the Application Form), section 3 Methodology, sub-section 3.3, the application is awarded one (1) point under reference sub-section if there are no partners.”

For eligible actions, please refer to Section 2.1.3 of the Guidelines for Applicants. 

For standard evaluation grid, please refer to the tabular overview of scoring system in Section 2.3 of the Guidelines for Applicants. 

Question 88:

Da li partneri nuzno moraju biti iz BiH? (unofficial translation: Is it obligatory for partners to be from BiH?)

Answer 88:

For eligibility of partners, please refer to Section 2.1.2 of the Guidelines for Applicants. You will see that partners must satisfy the same eligibility criteria as applicants and for these criteria, please refer to Section 2.1.1 of the Guidelines for Applicants. 

Furthermore, as related to the issues of eligibility of applicants, partners, action or specific activities, please note the following specified paragraph in Section 2.2.4 of the Guidelines for Applicants:

"In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action or specific activities."
Question 89:

Da li se u prvoj fazi predaje samo concept nota ili cjelokupni aplikacioni paket? (unofficial translation: At the first stage, do we deliver only the concept note or full application package?)

Answer 89:

Please see Answer provided to Question 70.

Question 90:

Primjer projektnog prijedloga “NGO formira start-up preduzece” da li bi bio prihvatljiv da se finasira? (Unofficial translation: The example of the project proposal “NGO forms/establishes a start-up company” – would this be acceptable for financing?)

Answer 90:

For eligible actions, please refer to Section 2.1.3 of the Guidelines for Applicants, which contains, under Sub-section Lot 1 - Types of action, all clearly specified requirements for applicants under Lot 1 to fill in and address in their project proposals to be eligible for funding. 

Furthermore, as related to the issues of eligibility of applicants, partners, action or specific activities, please note the following specified paragraph in Section 2.2.4 of the Guidelines for Applicants:

"In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action or specific activities."
Question 91:

Da li kontribucija kod sufinasiranja podrazumijeva i kontribuciju u opremi, infrastrukturi i sl? (unofficial translation: Does the contribution as co-financing includes the contribution in equipment, infrastructure and similar?)
Answer 91:

Please see Answer to Question 86.

Question 92:

Da li “associate member” moze biti i podugovarac? (unofficial translation: Can the “associate member” also be a sub-contractor?)

Answer 92:

For eligibility of associates, please refer to Section 2.1.2 of the Guidelines for Applicants as well as for Subcontractors, where, under Sub-section Subcontractors, the following is specified:

 “The grant beneficiaries have the possibility to award contracts to subcontractors.  Subcontractors are neither partners nor associates, and are subject to the procurement rules set out in Annex IV to the standard grant contract.”

For details on the above-referenced Annex IV - Procurement by grant beneficiaries in the context of European Community external actions) please refer to Annex H_3 to the Guidelines for Applicants.
Questions received via email DELEGATION BIH PROCUREMENT:

Question 93:

Molimo Vas da nam date odgovor da li je neophodno uz projekat  priloziti bussines plan ili studiju.

Vezano za tender EC/BIH/CFP/09/003 od 15.07.2009. Lot 2 Cluster 1 (Unofficial translation: Please give us an answer if it is necessary to enclose a business plan or a study, related to tender EC/BIH/CFP/09/003 dated 15/07/2009 Lot 2 Cluster 1)

Answer 93:

For eligible actions, please refer to Section 2.1.3 of the Guidelines for Applicants. If the If the question considers infrastructure works, then, amongst other relevant provisions, the following paragraph may be found: 

"*Applicable for Lots 1 & 2: Where the proposed project involves infrastructural works, the applicant will have to demonstrate in their methodology a clear and legally compliant and feasible solution of the administration of the target site for the works to be conducted, including guarantees/support of relevant authorities in obtaining all the necessary permits for any works involved.  Ideally, as part of their application, the applicants will provide technical analysis of the project, a cost-benefit analysis, an analysis of the economic impact, a feasibility or pre-feasibility study, support letters form relevant authorities in terms of necessary permits etc. Furthermore, the infrastructural works cannot be a stand-alone project but must be part of an integrated proposal."

Question 94:

Cijenio bih da nam dostavite instrukcije kako da dobijemo EuropeAid PADOR ID, odnosno koje naredne korake trebamo poduzeti kako bi isti dobili. Takodjer, bih Vas zamolio da nam dostavite informaciju da li uz projektnu aplikaciju Opcina Tesanj kao aplikant na VI poziv EC treba dostaviti slijedece pratece dokumente: Statut; Bilans stanja i uspjeha; uvjerenje o PDV registraciji,  prevedene i ovjerene od strane sudskog tumaca za engleski jezik. (Unofficial translation: I would appreciate if you could deliver instruction on how to get EuropeAid PADOR ID i.e. which next steps we need to undertake to get that ID. Also, can you inform us if Tesanj municipality as an applicant needs to enclose in  the project application the following supporting documents: statute, balance sheets, financial statements, certificate on VAT registration, all translated and certified by the court interpreter  for English language.)

Answer 94:

For details on registration in PADOR, please refer to Section 2.2 of the Guidelines for Applicants as well as to Answer provided to Question 40.

For details on what the application to be submitted needs to contain, please refer to the same Section as above, in particular, to Sub-sections 2.2.1 and 2.2.2. In addition to this issue, please also refer to Answers provided to Questions 55 and 70.

Question 95:

Referring to Lot no. 1 of the above mentioned call for proposal, we ask you please to clarify us if the project shall be focused on only one economic sector or more sectors can be eligible within the same project.

Answer 95:

For eligible actions under Lot 1, please refer to Section 2.1.3 of the Guidelines for Applicants. 

Also, please refer to Answer provided to Question 59.
Furthermore, as related to the issues of eligibility of applicants, partners, action or specific activities, please note the following specified paragraph in Section 2.2.4 of the Guidelines for Applicants:

"In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action or specific activities."

Question 96:

Are development organizations, registered in The Netherlands and almost wholly financed by the Netherlands Government, eligible to submit proposals either as lead partner or as co-partner?

Answer 96:

For eligibility of applicants under Lot 1 and Lot 2, please refer to Section 2.1.1 of the Guidelines for Applicants. 

For eligibility of partners, please refer to Section 2.1.2 of the Guidelines for Applicants. You will see that partners must satisfy the same eligibility criteria as applicants so Section 2.1.1 of the Guidelines for Applicants should be referred in this case as well. 

As for eligibility criteria that associate must satisfy, please also refer to Section 2.1.2 of the Guidelines for Applicants. 

In an legal entity may fulfill criteria specified for any of the above categories, then they may be eligible for applying for funding.

Furthermore, as related to the issues of eligibility of applicants, partners, action or specific activities, please note the following specified paragraph in Section 2.2.4 of the Guidelines for Applicants:

"In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action or specific activities."
Question 97:

I am writing to you on behalf of Entrepreneurship and Business Association LiNK Mostar to request a clarification regarding the above referenced open call for proposals.

Namely, I would like to know whether LiNK is eligible applicant for Lot 2, Cluster 2. Establishment of heritage trails for tourism development in BiH, particularly in connection with the following eligibility criterion:
·         Have tourism development or connected activities as the primary activity in their statute...;

I attach LiNK’s Statute in both local and English languages (both versions are in a single document, English translation beginning on page 11) for your reference, and I have marked in red the relevant section of our Statute in pages 2 and 13.

LiNK has been involved as technical support in several tourism-oriented projects implemented by Firenze municipality of Italy, City of Mostar, and Mountaineers’ association of Mostar.

In addition LiNK, through its Credit-Guarantee Fund and its Regional Entrepreneurship Centre, routinely supports, amongst others, tourism-oriented companies either by providing competitive loans for their development or advisory services and/or relevant training. At least nine entrepreneurs from Mostar, Citluk, Medjugorje and Kupres have been supported by LiNK in such a way.

Answer 97:

Please see Answer provided to Question 32.

Question 98:

USPON d.o.o. je preduzece koje vrsi profesionalnu rehabilitaciju, osposobljavanje i zaposljavanje osoba sa invaliditetom. Mi pravimo suvenire na koje imamo autorsko pravo. Proizvod je inovativan I nema ga na trzistu. 

Molim Vas da mi odgovorite da li mi kao tek osnovano preduzece sa ciljem zaposljavanja, razbijanja predrasuda I promovisanjem rada osoba sa invaliditetom mozemo aplicirati na Vas poziv za dostavu projekata u oblasti podrske razvoja mailih preduzeca I razvoja turizma I sta nam je potrebno od dokumentacije kako bi zadovoljili Vase kriterije. (Unofficial translation: USPON d.o.o. is an enterprise that does professional rehabilitation, capacity building and employment of persons with disabilities. We make souvenirs to which we have author's rights. The product is innovative and there is no such on the market. Please tell me if we, as the enterprise that has been just established with aim of employment, breaking prejudice and promotion of work of persons with disabilities, can apply to your Call for proposals, in the area of support to small enterprises and development of tourism and what we need in terms of documentation so that we could comply your criteria).

Answer 98:

For eligibility of applicants under Lot 1 and Lot 2, please refer to Section 2.1.1 of the Guidelines for Applicants. 

For eligibility of partners, please refer to Section 2.1.2 of the Guidelines for Applicants. You will see that partners must satisfy the same eligibility criteria as applicants so Section 2.1.1 of the Guidelines for Applicants should be referred in this case as well. 

As for eligibility criteria that associates must satisfy, please also refer to Section 2.1.2 of the Guidelines for Applicants. 

For eligible actions, please refer to Section 2.1.3 of the Guidelines for Applicants.

Furthermore, as related to the issues of eligibility of applicants, partners, action or specific activities, please note the following specified paragraph in Section 2.2.4 of the Guidelines for Applicants:

"In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action or specific activities."
The full set of documentation (Guidelines for Applicants and enclosed annexes, clarifications that have been published up to date) may be found at www.europa.ba under tenders and vacancies, where this Call for Proposals is published under the title EU Support to economic development in Bosnia and Herzegovina – Call VI and publication reference No: EuropeAid/128-861/L/ACT/BA
Question 99: 

We would kindly ask clarification regarding the eligibility of potential applicants, i.e. partners for the 2nd lot of the open call mentioned in the reference, namely if the entity line ministries with specific public service in tourism are considered as eligible applicants/partners on the projects.

Answer 99:

For eligibility of applicants under Lot 2, please refer to Section 2.1.1 of the Guidelines for Applicants. 

For eligibility of partners, please refer to Section 2.1.2 of the Guidelines for Applicants. You will see that partners must satisfy the same eligibility criteria as applicants so Section 2.1.1 of the Guidelines for Applicants should be referred in this case as well. 

Furthermore, as related to the issues of eligibility of applicants, partners, action or specific activities, please note the following specified paragraph in Section 2.2.4 of the Guidelines for Applicants:

"In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action or specific activities."

Question 100

In regards to the CfP - Publication reference: EuropeAid/128-861/L/ACT/BA we are seeking your clarification on two questions: 

2.1.1        Eligibility of applicants:  for LOT 1 
The CfP for Lot 1 is not specifying any nationality background requirements for the applicant and partners and this difference to other CfPs leads us and our potential  partners to the question if non-for profit organisations are eligible even: 
        - if not registered as non-for profit organisations in BiH 
        - if registered as an international non-for profit organisations outside the EU and IPA countries 
Could you please clarify, as it affects our choice of potential partners. 
Lot 1 - Types of action 
Please clarify if this grant would allow the procurement of project supplies, such as machinery and equipment for the development of and direct support to MSMEs? 

Page 14 states: Comprehensive intervention in the sector that would improve and create preconditions for further improvement of hard and soft infrastructure for MSMEs, improve competitiveness of MSMEs (e.g. introducing quality standards etc.), policies and programs for development, training (human resources capacities, financial management etc.), networking and work in partnership. 

However, this is in apparent contradiction to the section "The following types of action are ineligible" at page 41 - civil works in buildings or equipment in the ownership of private entrepreneurs. 
Do you mean that equipment for cooperatives, associations, agencies, etc, can be procured from the grant, but not for individual private entrepreneurs? Or a different meaning? 
Answer 100:

Eligibility of applicants for Lot 1: for these criteria, please refer to Section 2.1.1 of the Guidelines for Applicants where there is a list of specified criteria and if an applicant can fulfill these, then it may be considered eligible.

Types of action: the following provision under ineligible costs refers to "civil works in buildings or equipment in the ownership of private entrepreneurs." 

For details on eligible and ineligible costs, please refer to Section 2.1.4 that is subject of the published Corrigendum No 1. Also, please see Answers provided to Questions 14 and 46.

Question 101:

Referring to Lot no. 1 of the above mentioned call for proposal, and according to paragraph 2.2.4. of the Guidelines,  we ask you please to clarify the following doubts:

1) As regards Lot 2 it is specified when the applying organizations must be established under the law of BIH, while in Lot 1 there is no mention about that. Shall we understand that an applicant from a EU country is also elibigle or shall the applicant be only Bosnian?

2) Are works in existing buildings  (e.g. restoring of windows, doors., etc.) belonging to a public institution and purchase of equipment in favour of a public organization eligible costs? In case of machinery or equipment  purchase for the implementation of the project, in favour of a public institution, is there a maximum percentage of the total eligible budget ? 

Looking forward to receiving an answer from you no later than 11 days before the deadline, we thank you for your kind attention.

Answer 101:

1) For eligibility of applicants under Lot 1, please refer to specific criteria listed in this Sub-section Lot 1 of Section 2.1.1 of the Guidelines for Applicants. For eligibility of applicants under Lot 2, there are separate criteria from those indicated for Lot 1, and these specific criteria must be complied with by a potential applicant so as to be eligible for Lot 2.

2) For eligible costs, please refer to Section 2.1.4 of the Guidelines for Applicants that is subject of the published Corrigendum No 1 to these Guidelines. Please see Answer provided to Question 61.

For ineligible costs, please refer to Answer provided to Question 46.

For eligible actions, please refer to Section 2.1.3 of the Guidelines for Applicants.

Furthermore, as related to the issues of eligibility of applicants, partners, action or specific activities, please note the following specified paragraph in Section 2.2.4 of the Guidelines for Applicants:

"In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action or specific activities."

Question 102:

A certain number of associates will be involved in the planned action for which we intend to request funds under conditions stated in the abovementioned tender documentation. Sub granting is also foreseen as an activity. 
Is it possible for associates having a real role in the action to be also beneficiaries of the activities within the project (e.g. sub-granting)? 

Answer 102:
Please see Answer provided to Question 56.

Question 103:

EU Support to Economic DeveloOn Page 9 of the Guidelines for grant applicants, section 2.1.1 Eligibility, Lot 1, legal persons can apply regardless of the time of registration. 

However, at registration of PADOR, in the financial part is data from 2008 required. With regard that we are registered this year, we cant fill in  the data and without them we cant sign and close the PADOR. 
Will You please answer me, if we as a newly founded enterprise can apply and how to sing the PADOR without
the data we do not have.

Answer 103:

For registration in PADOR, please refer to Section 2.2 of the Guidelines for Applicants where all relevant requirements for potential applicants are specified. 

NOTA BENE: please see Corrigendum No 1 to the Call for Proposals also published at www.europa.ba
Annex I

Presentation of the Call for Proposals delivered at the open days’ sessions held in Sarajevo, Mostar, Tuzla, Zenica and Banja Luka from 28th August to 3rd September 2009

� 	This obligation does not apply to natural persons who have received a scholarship, nor to public bodies nor to international organisations. It does not apply either when the accounts are in practice the same documents as the external audit report already provided pursuant to section 2.4.2.


15 	Please note that the result of the new local income tax will have no impact on projects' budget. In terms of presentation of the expenses resulting from this law, when submitting on invoice, please be informed on the following: the Taxes in subject are income taxes that must be paid by your company on behalf of your service providers of employees. According to the Law, they are to be borne you your company and reported as expenses under the relevant budget heading (Salaries; gross amounts, local staff) according to Annex B to the application package - Budget for the Action. 


� see this footnote on page 4.


� see footnote on page 4


� see footnote on page 4


� Market integrators include: agricultural cooperatives and other producer organisations, marketing and other business consulting companies, business associations, agricultural extension services; chambers of commerce, transport companies, brokers, export agents, and any other form of company or association that can link suppliers with buyers.


� see this footnote on page 4.
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